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International Programs
400 Culbertson Hall
P.O. Box 172260
MSU ¢ Bozeman
MONTAN A Bozeman, MT 59717-2260
STATE UNIVERSITY Telephone  +1-(406) 994-4031
Fax +1-(406) 994-1619
E-mail: international @montana.edu
Website: http://www.montana.edu

EXCHANGES WITH KGU FOR THE 215" CENTURY

The tradition of international academic exchange is centuries old. Students and scholars have
always wandered the world from one center of learning to another in the effort to expand human
knowledge.

| am convinced that the importance of international exchange will become even greater as we
approach the 21% century.  Global trends are transforming American and Japanese society,
making intercultural skills and experience far more significant. The personal and professional
lives of our graduates will be far more closely linked with people from other countries.
Therefore, the ability of KGU and MSU graduates to work effectively with colleagues from other
cultures will be more important to their success, no matter what profession they choose to
pursue. International exchange programs are the most important way to prepare our students
to meet these challenges.

While the importance of exchange programs will surely grow, the way we conduct educational

exchanges is changing fundamentally. Technology is transforming the nature of educational
exchange in much the same ways it is changing human society. | am convinced that the future
of international exchange will be built upon combining traditional exchange programs with
electronic communication channels.

As demonstrated two years ago through the dramatic live conversation between MSU’s
President Malone and KGU’s former President lwano during the inauguration of KGU’s
electronic mail system, we can now have “real time” video communication between Montana
and Kumamoto. At Montana State we are increasingly involved in these kinds of “virtual
exchange” programs. For example, MSU’s College of Business now links its classrooms with
partner institutions in France and Ireland to allow students to receive lectures from experts
overseas or to work on projects together.

It will, of course, never be possible to replace the direct experience of traveling to and living
within another culture. It will always be essential for our students to travel to Kumamoto and for
KGU'’s students to travel to Montana. That immediate experience is irreplaceable. However,
we can expand on that experience and extend its impact through the wondrous new
technologies that make it possible for us to communicate with each other instantly through
satellites and fiber optic cables. By combining the old with the new, we can achieve more
communication and understanding than ever before possible. The trick is in finding the ways to
take fullest advantage of both the traditional approaches to academic exchange, and the new
communication options now available by combining them in creative ways. It is my hope that
the KGU-MSU exchange programs will be built upon this synthesis of tradition and technology.

Dr. Norman J. Peterson
Director

Mountains and Minds
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B ‘. b + Office of International Programs
kg The UmV@rSlty Of The University of Montana

5 MO tan Missoula, Montana 59812-1699
n a Phone: (406) 243-2288

FAX: (406) 243-2797

For the 21 Century’s Exchange Program with KGU

On the occasion of the seventeenth anniversary of the sister school affiliation between
Kumamoto Gakuen University (KGU) and the University of Montana (UM), I can attest
that our university has benefited greatly from this partnership. In particular, the exchange
students from KGU have enriched UM’s community and strengthened academic life
within our classrooms, laboratories, and study halls. All of the professors and
administrators who have visited KGU have commented on the breath and quality of
academic life in Japan and on the warmth and graciousness of its people. Ours is a
partnership from which we gain greater understanding and new ideas. We hope that we
have been able to offer a fraction of what we have gained.

The linkage between our two institutions is grounded in the far-reaching partnership
between the State of Montana and the Prefecture of Kumamoto. I had the honor of
attending the anniversary celebration of our sister state relationship hosted by your
Governor George Fukushima and attended by our Governor Marc Racicot. I learned at
that time just how extensive the links between our two regions have become. We are
connected through business and the arts, as well as through education. Delegations from
each state routinely visit the other country and solidify the many lasting friendships
formed over the past two decades.

By history and affinity, the American and Japanese peoples are joined in friendship as
leaders of the free world who together wish to bring greater peace and prosperity to other
nations. A cornerstone of this partnership between our nations is our commitment to
education. The alliance between our two universities is but a small part of the larger and
historic linkage between our societies.

i
Mark Lusk

Assistant Vice President for Research
and International Programs

An Faual Oppertugity University
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“For the 21% Century’s Exchange Programs with KGU”

As the 21% Century approaches, we are all given an opportunity to reflect upon
the past and look forward to an interdependent world of the future.

It has been an honor for Carroll College to be in a partnership with Kumamoto
Gakuen University during the past 16 years. The KGU/Carroll exchange, which involves
a people-to-people interchange, has greatly benefited our students and college. Such an
exchange is one of the most effective ways to increase understanding of another language
and culture and to prepare students to appreciate and value a global perspective while
dealing with challenges and opportunities in their lives.

“There is a flickering spark in us all which, if struck at just the right age...can
light the rest of our lives, elevating our ideals, deepening our tolerance and sharpening
our appetite for knowledge about the rest of the world. Educational and cultural
exchanges provide a perfect opportunity for this precious spark to grow, making us more
sensitive and wiser international citizens through our careers.” ( Ronald Reagan, 1982)

It is my hope that the “spark” and strong partnership between KGU and Carroll
College will continue to grow during the 21% century. May we all become international
citizens as we increase our appreciation, understanding and mutual respect of each other
in a changing world.

With best wishes,
* ,-[:/[['. le i

Linda Lang
Director, International Programs
Carroll College

1601 North Benton Avenue Helena, Montana 59625-0002  406-447-4300 Fax 406-447-4533
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TAEJON UNIVERSITY

96-3 Yongun-dong, Tong-gu, Taejon, 300-716, Korea
TEL(042) 280-2125, FAX(042) 272-8533

On the international exchange for the 21st century

Song, In - Am
¢ er
% v 9

(Chairman of international
committee, Taejon Univ.)

After just ten months, the history of new century begins, The universities for
the 21st century will demand new knowledge and innovative ways of thinking.
Valuable intellectual gains may be achieved by individuals who internationalized
their way of thinking and learning. Without proper understanding of the cultural
and human dimension for the 21st vision, a reform toward the global century
cannot be effectively pursued. So, it is a university’s mission to encourage our
faculty, students and staff to abandon old dogma and explore new frontiers of
knowledge. International exchange among different cultures and nations is a
very concrete and effective way to this end. To see, to listen and to feel with
face-to-face manners is needed. In this context, the international exchange
programs at different levels run by Kumamoto Gakuen University and Taejon
University are thought to be a very successful model for globalized university of
the 21st century. Two universities have enjoyed the combined benefit through
exchange programs and will have done so in the future. In the end, we hope
that our heart-to-heart exchange program can contribute to world development

and international collaboration ir the 21st century.
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£ra+Mxkz Jennifer Yarger

I didn’t know what to expect when I first came
to Japan, so I was relieved to be consistantly
greeted with warmth and friendliness. A few
days after I arrived in Kumamoto I went on a
walk with another American. We proceeded to
get completely lost. We went into a Toyota
shop and asked the workers, in our limited Japa-
nese, how to get back to the dormitory. Sensing
our confusion, they went out of their way and
took us back to the dormitory in their car. I
have many other stories of this exceptional kind-
ness.

Coming from Montana, it is quite a contrast to
see so many small houses and trimmed trees nes-
tled together in such a compacted speace. On
the small meandering streets, it was, and still is,
amazing to see people riding a bicycle while talk-
ing on a small handy phone and holding an um-
brella all at the same time.

I spend my time in Kumamoto going to school,
traveling as much as possible, and having English
conversation with many people. This is a great
job and opportunity to really speak and get to
know common Japanese people. My Japanese
teacher, Fukuyama Sensei, has been very helpful
in helping me manuever in every day life, and
also in introducing me to interesting people in the
community. The people I know range from chil-
dren to housewives to salarymen. Our conver-

sations range from comparative world affairs to
Udaraman.

During one particular English lesson, a group
of young children were very curious about my
physical appearance. They wonderded why I
had green eyes and blonde hair. They asked me
why I sat like a boy and not a girl and then com-
mented on my big nose and asked me if I was a
witch. It was a very cute moment. I think it is
important for children to realize there are differ-
ent ways to look, sit, talk, and act. It is these dif-
ferences that make us
unique.

When I am tired of
analyzing differences
or a little homesick, T
retreat to one of my
favorite onsens with
friends or by myself
and relax and clear
my mind of all these
things and enjoy the
fact that I have an op-
portunity to experi-
ence this unique place
and meet of few of the
people that make it

special. 3
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