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, Saint Mary's

University

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Canada B3H 3C3

Director of International Activities
el 902.4205195

fax  902.420.5530

email denis.leclaire@stmarys.co

web  www.stmarys.ca

A Valuable International Partnership with Kumamoto Gakuen

University
A At Saint Mary's University one of the three major pillars of the Academic
. Plan is the international component. Saint Mary’s is committed to ensuring
FZAXNWILVTRK that its students have an i ional di ion to their academic careers.
@ % TREE Canada is an outwardly focused and multicultural nation and it is imperative
= L IILE

that its young people develop strong intercultural skills. It is recognized that
to achieve this goal, strong international partnerships are needed.

The link with Kumamoto Gakuen University is one of Saint Mary’s most

valued par hips. On the academic level, our exch of stud has
functioned extremely well, with full transferability of credits between
institutions. In addition, studi from both institutions have i d well

in their new surroundings. They have been able to contribute to campus life,
bringing a new dimension to the classroom and to the social side of the
campus and community.

Saint Mary’s University has been extremely impressed and thankful for the
efforts Kumamoto Gakuen University has made in not only welcommg its
students to Kumamoto, but also for the llent and well p

that it has scnt to Hahfax Thxs partnership has contributed to better

b AT —=XKE and relati between our countries, and we are thankful
. N to Kumamoto Gakuen Umversnty for their hard work and continued
|802F AL, FEEA L F v /YR, IERAVER friendship.
A RBRICI ) AR THY . RENTRS S“mly
LIFEATHFHVLIHAiZ 2T TV, HFREE Mléi@
roNBEELIHFL. BEBENLAFETH Dems Leclanc
Director
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HEARSEE R & DNE H 5 [EIBRAS T

Ly FAT) —ZKZIZBIFIEED 3 2OXHN—12, HENLZEREH DL, Lo b AT ) —
ZTIE, SRR I E ﬁ%%%% CEOZENTELIOWMYMATNS, HFF SN2
TRZALERTH ), FEIFERMLIHIETE 5580 E ﬁ%i((U;t#Hﬁf%é ZHOHMEE
BT BHI2, £y b« XT) =X TRECEBEB BRIV ETH S5 LML TS

HEAREE @k%t@ﬁvo%i b e AT =R > THROEBEELHNIBEMROVEDTH 5,
BBEHIZB W TS, WRFEOBAEHRMED D 528 H:1H8 ?##%~i<& LTw3, BT, MKFENE
HEEDHLVEREIC) ZCBETAATW S,

B o3, BHERX v %2 H 5 WSS ICH LWREEZIRZAA, KFEAEFICEIRL TE72,

HeARZE KSR FERRERICHB L TS NEZFTHRL, S DEZDTERRERS Lt
EEAN) TPy 7 RARIRELTSNIRAIZAL, £ b« A7) —XRFIFEFICEHEZRT, 72
B L TW5b, COWBNBEKRE. AEO L) BWEECBERICEIRL TB ), FAZERAFZRRFZOR
NEEDLDLZ LD WRIEITESH L2,

BiE
E QU V]
=2 < )L7 VT




A= XRZE (HT5)

In Office of the Director
Carleton Carleton internationat
UNIVERSITY 510H Tory Building
Canada's Capital University 1125 Colonel By Drive
Oftawa, ON K18 586 Canada
Tel: (613)520-2519
Fax: {613)520-2521

Message from the Director of Carleton International

Internationalism has been an integral part of the
tradition for ies. Th history,

s
university scholars have engaged in a lively | et AT I) - Pa— | ‘/9"&
o
exchangf o:;:as—shanng their knowledge and 5 E p% 3z ;"IE ;EB E
borders, across cultures, across time.But today, the
university's long-standing tradition of
3 fonaiem i A fo0i% thot
astonish our academi ionary

ini i hnology, an ion of

! a i y and the
incneasmg realization that many of the challenges
facing this and future generations are best

through ion and i
are inspiring universities to reach out to one another
and to others in the global community as never i

before. Dr. Mary Jo Lynch, Director,
Carleton International, Ottawa,
Canada

For these reasons, Carleton University is especially
proud of its linkage with

Gakuen. Since its inception three years ago, this ) .

exchange has offered our students an extremely H—I b RE

positive experience. In return, we have been most - _ N .

impressed by the high caliber of Kumamoto 1942 FAIST, HFAMICERLEUTEL R,
students who have studied and are currently - R

studying here at Carleton. It gave us great pleasure = = %xgq_‘ })k\ Tl b /7[/,\}[/;&:%6
to host a delegation from Kumamoto this past year, 100 5 .L/LJZJJ\ 'o '?—"EE é,,u. 7ln—c w3 .pﬁ
and we hope it will be possible to have a repeat

visit. We extend our warmest regards to our friends BENLKET, hFFOERA Y T I2EEH
at Kumamoto Gaki ind look forward t y N o
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Kumamoto Life, eh or

Mark Crosby v—% 7!:!7\1_’_—
[20034F 9 H ~20044E T A5 - 2> b+ AT ) — XKRFERHBE L]

While I was in Kumamoto, I experienced HEARIT WV BIRE, HARDAR L D4R & XLEH)
the real Japanese life and culture for the first OTREERLE L2, BT EARICITESL
time. Mind you, I have been to Japan twice Tehs, FORHCKINZGEZ iz LT LEFWFEL
before but at those times I retained my 720 TERIC, BRIZOWTEHEWE L2d, FE
Western culture, ideas and mindset. What ICHSDREEB Lz L3 adZE nwFE L, B
we learn about in class about Japan is one XA Z PR B 72D IATEIDE N 2L 5
thing, as is observing Japanese people from a TNE e 6 nwEBnwEd,

Western point of view. However, when you

really get into the life and see the differences FDREARKHCIIE bIX. “NET—FOKEER"
and feel them in yourself, it is what I learned TII WA, FORERIIAY IS NI
in Kumamoto. LEL% bLIFENSEZ5IE, of course 1

would return!

My time spent in Kumamoto wasn’t the

clichéd “best time in my life” but it was one
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Defying my expectations in many ways, I
subsequently learnt from my own experience
in Japan that no amount of preparation is
adequate to protect a person from inevitable
culture shock.

An example of confusion caused by said
nuances was my injured and bewildered reac-
tion when under the impression that a newly
formed acquaintance had gestured for me to
leave. I didn’t realize that this person was
gesturing for me to approach, for the reason
that the same gesture translates as, ‘Shoo!
Go away!” in Australia. Ihad not previously
considered that the phrase ‘language barrier’
could encompass not just verbal language,
but inclusively body language.

The entire time I have spent in Japan was
so enjoyable that I feel as if I have been on a
long holiday — a challenging holiday.

Field trips organized by the International
Office at KGU were undoubtedly the high-
lights of my stay in Japan. The staff orga-
nized numerous trips enabling us to see and
be involved in many aspects of Japanese
culture.

In general, I also found that Japanese
people, as a whole, are warm and friendly
people who encourage visitors to see and
enjoy as much of Japanese culture as pos-
sible. This hospitality was generously
extended also to my family when they came
to visit me in Japan, and in fact, my younger
brother was given a place to stay on more
than one occasion.

This along with other reasons confirmed
my decision to return to Japan for work on
completion of my degree at La Trobe Uni-
versity. A return visit would provide me
with an opportunity to fulfill some of the
many things which I would still like to do in
Japan. In the meantime, as one of the first
two exchange students from La Trobe Uni-
versity to attend KGU, I will encourage
others to take part in the program and
become more actively involved in the wel-
coming of visiting exchange students to my
home university. I look forward to return-
ing the kind hospitality of which was shown
to me when I myself was an exchange stu-
dent at KGU, Japan.
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