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Though many differences exist between Japan and
America - culturally, socially, and politically - one of those
that slowly made itself prominent to me was that of the
way people drink socially. In America, college parties are
usually at rented houses, where people binge drink to
excess and try to "play the field" as much as possible. It is
not uncommon to see fights at these house parties, both
between men and women. I've never been in a fight at
one of these, thankfully, but it almost happened a few
times. In contrast, social drinking in Japan is a much
happier event, where people seem to simply want to talk
with each other, make merry, and release stress. I never
once saw a fight in the ten months I was studying in
Japan, which I am grateful for. Why this difference exists
is a mystery to me, but it was a very interesting

discovery when it finally crept up on me when I was

preparing to head back to America.
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Differences between Canada and Japan

7’1/7“)"/1“)7. KoAi—n
Alexandria Dugal

[20085E 9 B~2000F 7 BAHF 4 + 1o b+ AT — RS G204

Bl &Rk
I L? H® b
SRR 4 IR B
(20085 9 A~2009F 4 BHF4 - 2 b+ ATV - XRFICTHEF]

It was my dream since high school to visit Japan and I
was so excited when I got the chance to come. I had
learned about Japan and I believed I was ready for any
culture shock. However there were many things I
learned, about how Canada and Japan are different! It was
interesting to me how I could find inexpensive, but
delicious Japanese foods I had never tried—like gyuudon,
sukiyaki and curry rice. In Canada, restaurants are
usually very expensive. Especially Japanese food! In
Canada, we usually don't ride bikes because there are
many hills and cars in my city. I enjoyed riding my bike in
Japan to school, to buy groceries, and to go downtown. It
was very convenient and quick. Although it was difficult
in the rainl It was also interesting to experience
Christmas and New Years in Japan. The customs were
very different from how we experience these holidays in
Canada. It was also a learning experience to visit my
friends' houses — even the design of houses are different
than my country. I really missed central heating in winter
in my friends home in Fukuokal Overall, I learned so
many things about Japan that I never knew before. My
trip to Japan was such a wonderful learning experience
and I had so much fun and made many friends. I will

never forget my time in Kumamoto!
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Leanne's experiences in Kumamoto
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I had an amazing year studying abroad at Kumamoto
Gakuen University. There are many differences between
Japan and England, and between my home university at
Liverpool John Moores and Kumamoto Gakuen
University.

I loved living together with all of the foreign exchange
students at the university's dormitory. This was a warm,
safe environment, as well as being a great place to meet
people and make friends. Living with people from all over
the world allowed everyone to learn so much more. For
example, Japanese friends would come over to help us
with our language, my Japanese, Korean, and Thai friends
would always cook delicious meals, and the dormitory's
two managers would be there to help us with any
problems. In Liverpool I live in a 3 bedroom flat so it was
a different experience from what I have at home.

It was also an amazing experience when other exchange
students and I got the opportunity to wear traditional
Japanese kimonos. We were able to see how they are put
on and how much effort it takes! I did not know before I
had to wear one how hot it was under all of the many
layers and how tight the belts were pulled! However, I
think we all really enjoyed this Japanese -cultural
experience!

There were of course many more experiences and
differences between Japan and England. Altogether,
during my year in Kumamoto, it was great being able to
put into practice my knowledge of the Japanese language
and culture. Furthermore, I learnt much more than I
thought I might, about Japan and also importantly about
myself.
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For 10 months I was in Japan as an exchange student
at Kumamoto. After a week I arrived, I had my first
Japanese-style dinner with my home stay. I felt a bit
surprise that they asked me do I want some liquor.
Because in Thailand we had negative attitude in alcoholic
beverages, person who drank it seem to be bad person
especially if you are woman. But in Japan it was different.
Drinking was acceptable in society; just did not broke 2
rules which are your age, over 20 years old and after
drinking you cannot drive. Dinner at restaurant I can saw
many kinds of Japanese, student, working man enjoy
their drinking. I was one of them; the atmosphere is easily
to make friends or open-minded. If they wanted to have a
party at home, alcohol was easy to buy in supermarket or
even convenient store. They had many kinds such as
cocktail, calories-cut cocktail, whisky, traditional Japanese
liquor, draft beer, high alcohol-percentage beer or non-
alcohol beer. Alcohol took part in Japanese custom too, for
example, in New Year at mid night of last day Japanese
ate soba and drank alcohol for good charm. As I mention,
Thai and Japanese has different way to treat alcohol. In
Japan liquor flow through as part of important roles.

However, in Thailand recently attitude of drinking is

gradually changing in better way.

B o AR ORELE (B 1355
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