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Having recently returned to Canada from Japan I
intend on representing Kumamoto Gakuen University as
well as Japan itself back at my home university. Through
my travels and encounters in Japan I have learned a lot
more than just the language, and I feel that I experienced
a different way of thinking, lived a new culture, and
learned new ways of living one’s own life. I now feel that
traveling, networking, and learning abroad is possibly one
of the best choices an undergraduate student can make,
and I will promote that throughout the rest of my
university career, and my life post-graduation. Now that I
am back in Canada and studying at my home institution I
am currently the vice president of the Saint Mary’s
University Japanese-Canadian Cultural Exchange Society
(JCCEY), a society whose goals are to ensure that there is
as much interaction between Japanese students studying
abroad and students who are interested in learning and
interacting with them. As Vice President I will help
ensure that Japanese exchange students enjoy their time
abroad and make many good friends and good memories
which will last them a lifetime. As for any Canadian
students that are interested in learning Japanese

language or culture I will be available to talk to and help

RS2 7 X7 4/NUICT
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guide them towards the study abroad program; this
information could include logistics, budget planning, and
even essential facts or trivia regarding Japan. Getting
ready to study abroad can be confusing and even
frustrating at times so I will make sure I am easily
available to answer any questions an interested student

would have regarding the subject.

From a professional level, I feel that my Japanese
comprehension, as well as the cultural influences of Japan
will only count as an asset toward my career. Having the
dedication and drive to learn a language such as Japanese
shows that you have discipline, and youre dedication to
learning is unmatched. Much studying is required, as
Japanese is very different from English. I know I was a
much more laid-back student before I studied abroad in
Japan, and wupon completing a one year term at
Kumamoto Gakuen University I know I have changed for
the better because I procrastinate much less, and I am
willing to put much more effort into my studies.
Furthermore, just experiencing another countries way of
life and thinking can only help a person’s professional
growth, and of course acquiring certificates of language
comprehension also add to this in a physical and
measurable manner. So as a developing global citizen,
gaining any worldly experience is necessary these days
as we slip into a globally competitive job market. As an
information systems major I have taken Japanese classes
primarily as electives, to aid in acquiring my goals for the
future. I believe I have networked well enough to secure
a position at a large software company which imports
data from Japan to be translated and properly stored.
With my knowledge of relational database programming,
as well as my Japanese comprehension abilities, I believe
Tll be able to work in my field of choice quickly upon
graduation. All I can say in conclusion is that if you have a
solid plan for the future, and stay dedicated to learning,
you can make use of what you learn in Japan in any field

so long as you stay committed and network properly.
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